
White paper for SIA: A National Endeavour: Transforming Australia’s Defence
Industry with Nuclear-Powered Submarines

Speaker: Tim Brown

Australia is undergoing an unprecedented industrial transformation—the acquisition
and development of nuclear-powered submarines. This national effort is driven by the
need to secure Australia’s strategic interests in an increasingly volatile global
environment.

As a key player in the Indo-Pacific, Australia faces rising geopolitical tensions, fuelled by
military modernization, territorial disputes, and challenges to the rules-based
international order. Maintaining security in this region is crucial for national defence,
economic stability, and global trade. Nuclear-powered submarines provide unmatched
advantages in this strategic landscape, offering greater range, speed, endurance, and
stealth compared to conventional submarines. These capabilities enhance Australia’s
ability to safeguard maritime territories, ensure the security of critical trade routes, and
respond swiftly to emerging threats.

Beyond their strategic military value, nuclear-powered submarines signify a significant
industrial shift, requiring advanced manufacturing, technology investments, and an
expertly trained workforce. This initiative demands collaboration with international
allies, fostering innovation while strengthening national resilience. The program will not
only transform Australia’s defence infrastructure but also stimulate economic growth
and technological advancements that extend beyond the defence sector.

In an era of increasing global instability, nuclear-powered submarines will be
instrumental in fortifying Australia’s sovereignty and reinforcing its role in regional
security. Their integration into national defence reflects Australia’s commitment to long-
term strategic deterrence, ensuring preparedness in the face of emerging global
challenges. As Australia embarks on this ambitious journey, it positions itself as a key
leader in modern maritime defence and industrial innovation.


